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Changes to CAIP Beef Bull Cost-Share Program  

Dr. Darrh Bullock, UKY Extension Specialist  

Kentucky Soybean Board-FREE Soybean Cyst Nematode Testing   

Beginning in the Fall of 2019, the Kentucky Soybean Board funded a pilot program for free soybean cyst nematode 

(SCN) testing for Kentucky soybean farmers. The Kentucky Soybean Board is continuing to fund free soybean cyst 

nematode (SCN) testing. The Kentucky Soybean Board is working closely with University of Kentucky Coopera-

tive Extension to implement this program. With this program, each county has a limited number of free samples. 

Farmers must contact their local County Extension Office for information on how to receive free SCN testing for 

one of their fields. Fall and Spring (before planting) are the best times to collect soil samples from fields for SCN 

testing.  

HOW TO COLLECT SOIL SAMPLES FROM A FIELD FOR SOYBEAN CYST NEMATODE  

TESTING:  

• Use a soil probe to collect soil 6 to 8 inches deep from at least 20 locations within the sampling area (i.e. 20 sub-

samples).  

• Follow a “zig-zag” pattern when sampling.  

• If you are sampling a field that has most recently been in soybean, collect the soil cores from the soybean root 

zone area.  

• Once the sub-samples have been collected, mix the contents in a bucket and immediately place at least one pint in 

a soil testing sample bag or in a double-plastic bag and then seal the bag.  

• Mark the field name / sample number on the bag.  

• Protect the sample from extreme heat. If not sending for analysis immediately, refrigerate sample until 

sending for analysis. Do not freeze sample  

For more information contact Katie at 270-389-1400 or email katie.n.hughes@uky.edu  

Significant changes to the CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share program have been approved for 2025. Both Kentucky 
and Tennessee have similar programs but have traditionally had different Expected Progeny Differences (EPD) 
requirements. The guidelines committees of the two states met and came to consensus on a set of guidelines 
that are now uniform across the state line. Some of the major changes are highlighted in this article, however, 
pay close attention to the full requirements before purchasing a bull for cost-share funding. 

The number of bull categories has been reduced to 3; Balanced Trait/Maternal, Terminal Sire and Carcass 
Merit. There is no longer a Heifer Acceptable category, however, recommended minimal Calving Ease 
Direct or Birth Weight EPDs are provided for those that plan to breed the bull to heifers. 

There are only EPD requirements for CED/BW and Growth traits OR CED/BW and an appropriate Eco-
nomic Selection Index value depending on the breed. The is no longer a milk requirement for Balanced 

Trait/Maternal, however a range is recommended for producers to consider staying within. There are 
also recommendations for maximum Mature Weight EPDs and minimum Docility EPDs.  

The formatting has changed. Instead of all breeds’ requirements being listed in a table for each bull catego-
ry, they are now listed by breed with the requirements and recommendations for each category. 

All bulls will still be required to be genomically tested and have Genomically Enhanced EPDs! Contact 

your breed association for more information on how to accomplish this. 

These new requirements will be implemented starting January 1, 2025. Please bear with us as we make this 
transition, we will try to work through any issues that arise. In the long run this will simplify bull purchases 
across the KY/TN state line and will improve the program overall. 





Colors are:  

Red, White, Pink, Ice 

Crystal, Red Glitter and 

Marble.  

 

Cost are: 

$16/ea. 6.5” 

$25/ea. 8”  (Red only) 

 

Pick Up:  

Dec 6 12pm-4:30pm 

 Extension Office  

 

Make Check Payable:  

UC 4-H 



Large Grain Crops in Kentucky and Low Prices Put Pressure on Storage  
Dr. Sam McNeill, UK Extension Ag Engineer 

Dr. Grant Gardner, UK Extension Ag Economist 

Corn harvest is well underway in Kentucky and ahead of the 5-year average for early October. This is largely 
due to the dry weather conditions throughout August and September, but there was sufficient rainfall during 
the growing season to make a decent crop statewide. In fact, pre-harvest projected yields were similar to last 
year (Table 1). Barring any widespread damaging weather as harvest con tinues, this will be the 6th largest 
corn crop historically. When combined with the predicted soybean and wheat crops, this will be the 3rd largest 
number of bushels ever produced in Kentucky (383 mil lion bushels). In comparison, last year’s combined pro-
duction was an all-time record of just over 420 million bushels.  

These large crops and low prices over the summer have put pressure on existing storage space, so we continue 
to see new bins on many farms. USDA estimates indicate that 5 million bushels of new on-farm storage was 
installed in the state last year, bringing the total capacity just over 260 million bushels (Figure 1). In compari-
son, off-farm storage capacity was unchanged for the year at 94 million bushels, so on-farm storage remains at 
2.8 times that, which is among the highest portion in the US (at 73% of total capacity statewide). Also, grain 
production has been expanding in general and is more pronounced in some areas of Kentucky where storage is 
limited. For these reasons, the potential growth for short-term and long storage is quite strong. Recent market-
ing challenges have put further pressure on storage and resulted in increased interest in temporary structures 
for the remainder of this year. The University of Kentucky Biosystems and  Agricultural Engineering Depart-
ment has recently updated a decision tool for calculating the storage capacity of bins and temporary options 
and is available at https://bae.ca.uky.edu/extension/grain storage-systems.  



Large Grain Crops in Kentucky and Low Prices Put Pressure on Storage, Continued; 

Johnsongrass Control Moving into 2025 
Dr. Travis Legleiter, UK Extension Weed Specialist  

Another free decision tool is available to help farmers compare the costs of storing grain in bins or bags. Agri-
cultural economists at the universities of Kentucky and Tennessee developed a spread sheet tool to compare 
the full costs of storing grain in silage bags versus conventional bins and post ed it at https://
arec.tennessee.edu/grain-bag-and-bin-storage. An accompanying publication com pares the pros and cons be-
tween the two systems. Although current cash prices are well below the seasonal average for the past few years 
(since 2019), the combined value is still over $2B (Table 1). Considering that post-harvest losses of 1% or 
more are not uncommon during storage and most often result in discounts by the elevator or grain buyer, this 
represents a value over $20 million in lost income statewide! Hence, prudent post-harvest management of 
stored grain is essential to protect product value and quality during handling, drying and storage. More infor-
mation on safe grain handling practices, energy efficient drying methods, and proven post-harvest management 
tools for on-farm and off-farm facilities is also provided at County Extension Offices and the above UK web-
site.  

Johnsongrass has long been a problematic weed in Kentucky, but it hasn’t always been at the top of our minds 
the last several years with the continual onslaught of weeds like waterhemp, Palmer amaranth, and Italian 
ryegrass. This year though, it seems Johnsongrass made a comeback or at least re minded us that it is still very 
much a problematic weed that needs to be managed. Unlike many of the weeds we deal with in our row crop 
acres, Johnsongrass is perennial that spread by seed and rhizomes. This allows Johnsongrass to gain a foothold 
in the Kentucky landscape of no-till row crops in close proximity to rights of way and perennial forage fields 
and pastures where this weed tends to thrive and spread.  

This past spring and summer, Johnsongrass seemed to really explode and was much more prominent in our 
corn and soybean acres. I believe there was a couple of reasons for the perceived sudden increase in John-
songrass pressure. I believe we have been building our Johnsongrass stock (rhizomes) for the past couple of 
years and the weather this year was set up perfectly for Johnsongrass to thrive. Generally, across the state we 
had a great April for field work and planting of corn and early soybean and for burndown of winter annuals for 
May planted crops. Then we received multiple heavy rainfall events in May that kept planters and sprayers out 
of the field. These spring conditions in combination with a warm winter and fields with existing Johnsongrass 
rhizomes allowed for a perfect scenario for Johnsongrass to thrive. Following the successful clearing of winter 
annuals from the field, Johnsongrass was able to immediately emerge from rhizomes and thrive in the late 
April and May conditions with little interruption from field activities. The good news is that our postemer-
gence applications in both corn and soybeans were largely successful. Other than a few isolated locations, 
herbicide resistant Johnsongrass has not become prevalent in Kentucky and no cases of glyphosate resistance 
has been identified. This is not to say that we should not worry about that possibility though. 

As I indicated above, I believe in many of our no-till fields we have been allowing for the establishment of 
Johnsongrass rhizome networks. Johnsongrass emerging from rhizomes is significantly hard er to control than 
seedling Johnsongrass. Management of rhizome Johnsongrass should be approached from a long-term perspec-
tive rather than the short-term approach often taken with annual weeds. Having this long-term approach in 
mind producers and consultants should be evaluating fields for the potential need for fall herbicide application. 
If you had fields with particularly heavy Johnsongrass infestations this year, even if your post programs were 
effective, you should go observe those fields to see how much Johnsongrass has regrown or emerged since 
harvest. Fields with significant Johnsongrass regrowth or emergence this fall should be considered for a fall 
application.  



Johnsongrass Control Moving into 2025, Continued; 

As a perennial plant Johnsongrass has now started the pro-
cess of preparing for its explosive reemergence next spring. 
It is doing this by pushing nutrients down into the rhizome 
network to be stored over the winter and to be used next 
spring. Farmers can use this to their advantage by making 
applications of glyphosate to the Johnsongrass that will also 
move to the rhizome network causing significant damage to 
the network and overall weakening or killing the plant going 
into next spring. Although, it should not be expected that a 
single fall application will permanently take out the John-
songrass in a field. It will take several years of intense man-
agement to deplete an established population. Again, John-
songrass requires a long-term control approach. Here are a 
few keys for fall applications for Johnsongrass: • Scout 
fields to assure Johnsongrass has had time to regrow or 
emerge following harvest • Apply 0.75 to 1.125 lb. ae 
glyphosate plus AMS • If applications are occurring in late 
fall, target periods of warmer weather if possible Refer to 
page 16 of AGR-6 (https://publications.ca.uky.edu/files/
AGR6.pdf) for a product use rates for the above listed 
glyphosate rates.  



 Upcoming Events 

 

Fall Crop Protection Webinar Series  

Nov 12 &26 

For more information contact Katie  

 

2024 CPH60 Sale Dates 

  Dec 5 

 

UKY Winter Wheat Meeting  

Feb 4,2025  

More information to come  

 

Kentucky Crop Health Conference  

Feb 6,2025 

More information to come  

 

 

Women in Ag Conference  

Mar 14,2025  

Union Co Fairgrounds 

More information to come 

 

Homesteading Conference  

Mar 22,2025 

Henderson Expo Center  

More information to come 

 

UKY Wheat Field  

May 13,2025  

More information to come  



Kentucky Commodity Conference  

Dr. Guilherme Anghinoni, commonly referred to as “Big G,” is a soil and plant nutrition specialist based in Bra-
zil. He holds a PhD in Agronomy, and is interested in soil science and especially in soil physics, management and 
conservation, as well as efficient and sustainable crops production. Dr. Anghinoni will present a general overview 
of Brazilian agriculture production regions, production practices, challenges/advantages, markets, and logistics. 
There will be ample time for questions and answers following his presentation  

Matt Bennett is a co-founder of AgMarket.Net. He is also a Windsor, Illinois, farmer and former grain elevator 
owner. He is Channel Seed’s grain marketing consultant and holds a Series 3 brokerage license doing business 
through AgMarket.Net, Farm Division of JSA. Matt brings the producer perspective to the table, enriched with his 
extensive grain marketing background. He specializes in formulating risk-management strategies for corn, soybean 
farmers and livestock producers. Matt’s analysis and commentary on the grain markets appears on various TV and 
radio stations across the Midwest, including AgDay, U.S. Farm Report, Market to Market, and This Week in Agri-
Business. A graduate of University of Illinois, Matt and his wife Tiffany live on the family’s centennial farm north 
of Windsor, where they are raising their five children. He owns and operates a 3,000-acre corn and soybean farm 
with his father while raising 60 head of registered Angus cows. 
 
Andrew Pritchard is an operational meteorologist focused on disruptive weather and weather safety, and an 
award winning weather risk communicator. He helps people make decisions based on weather impacts. At Nutrien, 
he focuses on high-impact, disruptive weather events, weather risk mitigation and severe weather safety. As a 
member of our Atmospheric Sciences team, he works closely with Nutrien’s Safety Health & Environment depart-
ment, and helped establish and lead Nutrien’s internal Severe Weather Safety and Disaster Response team by 
providing modern weather safety training, monitoring weather forecast information and issuing critical weather 
safety bulletins to the Nutrien retail team before severe weather strikes, and facilitating disaster response after a 
damaging weather event. Finally, he frequently travels and presents to audiences of 50-1,000 people across North 
America speaking on severe and hazardous weather and mitigating weather risk in production agriculture. As an 
independent meteorologist and video journalist, Andrew has spent the last two decades documenting tornadoes and 
supercell thunderstorms across Tornado Alley.  
 
Paul Bertels is a senior agricultural consultant with Farmgate Insights, LLC. Formerly a VP with National Corn 
Growers Association, Bertels will speak on all things Sustainable Aviation Fuel.  

2025 Speakers  



Election Impacts on Current Ag Committee Members 

Dr. Joe Outlaw and Dr. Bart Fischer, Texas A&M University Ag & Food Policy Center  

Tuesday’s election will bring a significant change to the leadership in Washington D.C., with Republicans tak-
ing over leadership of the Senate and former President Trump being re-elected President.  As of late Wednes-
day evening, it appears Republicans will remain in control of the House of Representatives, albeit with a very 
small majority.  Leadership elections over the next couple of months will determine if Chairman Thompson 
(PA) and Ranking Member Scott (GA) will continue to lead the House Committee on Agriculture.  Of the 29 
Republican members currently on the committee, only 10 were around to vote on the 2018 Farm Bill (green 
represents they voted for the 2018 Farm 
Bill).  Eight of 25 Democrat members were 
around to vote on the 2018 Farm Bill.  So, 
only 18 of 54 members of the committee 
were around to experience the process and 
vote for the last farm bill.  Most of the cur-
rent Republican and Democrat members 
were re-elected on Tuesday with the excep-
tions of Republican Marc Molinaro (NY) 
and Democrats Abigail Spanberger (VA) 
and Elissa Slotkin (MI) who both left to 
seek other offices.  

There is more experience on the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry as 8 of 12 Democrats and 8 of 11 
Republicans were around to work on the 
2018 Farm Bill, although Senator Grassley 
(IA) voted against the bill (indicated in 
red).  After Tuesday’s election, it is pre-
sumed that Senator Boozman (AR) will be-
come Chairman, and the Democrats will 
select a new ranking member as Chairwom-
an Stabenow is set to retire at the end of the 
year. In terms of departures, Senator Braun 
(IN) is leaving to become the Governor of 
Indiana, and Senator Brown (OH) was de-
feated. 

What does this mean going forward for the 
next farm bill?  While the House and Senate 
differ in terms of experience, there should 
be plenty of motivated and experienced 
leaders in both the House and Senate to 
push the farm bill through whether it be be-
fore the end of the year or shortly into next 
year.  After all, the need for a better safety 
net is currently being felt across the entire 
country.  



A Windy Start to Fall  

Jane Marie Wix and Philomon Geerston - National Weather Service Jackson, KY 

Usually for this time of year we talk about increased winds during the fall season, and wind safety. However, 

most of the time we aren’t referring to high winds due to a hurricane! Hurricane Helene wreaked havoc as it 

moved inland -  all the way north into Kentucky. It’s not the first time we’ve experienced the remnants of a 

hurricane in this state, and it won’t be the last. But, having such high impacts is quite rare. We thought this 

would be a good time to recap what happened.  

The remnants of Hurricane Helene brought widespread wind damage to much of Kentucky on Friday, Septem-

ber 27th. Helene initially made landfall along Florida's Big Bend region during the late evening of Thursday, 

September 26th as a fast-moving Category 4 hurricane. The hurricane's rapid forward movement did not give 

the system much time to weaken by the time the system's tropical rain bands spread across eastern Kentucky 

by early Friday morning. As the dissipating core of the hurricane approached, northeast to easterly winds rap-

idly intensified across eastern Kentucky between 6 AM and 10 AM EDT. Wind gusts peaked at around 12 PM, 

ranging from 35 to 60+ mph at most locations. The strongest wind gust in eastern Kentucky, 64 mph, was re-

ported atop Koomer Ridge just west of Campton. The combination of full foliage on the trees, saturated soils, 

and an atypical wind direction led to many uprooted trees, resulting in blocked roads and extensive power line 

damage. Isolated instances of structural damage were also observed. 

Power outages across the Commonwealth numbered over 200,000 customers, the vast number of which were 

in eastern Kentucky, by the time the winds had diminished Friday afternoon. Kentucky Power alone reported 

at least 137 broken power poles and 734 spans of downed wire. Clark Energy reported over a 100 broken poles 

in their service area. Jackson Energy reported 71 broken power poles and close to 400 spans of downed wire. 

Power restoration efforts continued for days after the storm, as some customers in the hardest hit locations did 

not see their power restored until October 3rd. There were also several reports received of trees falling on 

homes. Fortunately, only 1 injury was reported in the state, due to a tree falling on a home. The winds also put 

a damper on the festivities at the World Chicken Festival in Laurel County and the Sorghum Festival in Mor-

gan County for most of the day.  

On a non-wind note - before the hurricane, weeks of unusually dry weather had led to the development of ab-

normally dry to severe drought conditions across most of the state. Thus, when a sluggish frontal boundary and 

upper level low became somewhat stationary over the state earlier in the week (around September 23rd and 

24th), the repeated rounds of rainfall were highly beneficial for alleviating the drought. Additional rainfall 

from Helene, therefore, only led to minor instances of stream and street flooding. 

Outside of Helene, one of the last impactful hurricanes that I remember in Kentucky was Hurricane Ike in 

2008. The remnants of this hurricane brought sustained strong winds and high wind gusts to western and cen-

tral Kentucky. Wind gusts ranged from 50–75 mph, with the fastest gust recorded at 75 mph at the Louisville 

Airport. Louisville also experienced its worst power outage ever, with over 400,000 homes losing power. Sad-

ly, nine souls also lost their lives in this event. Many people in the state called this storm “Dry Ike”, because 

while it brought high winds, it didn’t bring any precipitation with it!  

It’s been an active hurricane season thus far, especially for those in Florida. While technically hurricane season 
spans from June 1st until November 30th, most hurricanes form during the months of August, September, and 

October. As we head into November, hopefully this means hurricane activity is winding down, and we won’t 
experience any more Hurricane Helene-like storms - but we’ll have to wait and see.  











Union Co Cooperative Extension Service 
1938 US Highway 60 West 
Morganfield, KY 42437-6246 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Katie Hughes  

UK-Union Co Extension  

ANR Agent 

270-389-1400 

Katie.n.hughes@uky.edu 

For daily and local ag news, “LIKE” Union County KY Agriculture Extension  on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/UnionCountyKYAgricultureExtension 

Extension Office will be 

Closed: 

Nov 28 &29,2024 

Dec 25-31,2024 

Jan 1, 2025 

Jan 20,2025 

 

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to education and employment and authorization 
to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, preg-
nancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. Reasonable accom-
modation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Inquiries regarding compli-
ance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related 
matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agricul-
ture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410. 


